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Learning LAW vocabulary of other countries with reviewing of true cases

Turnabout Succession

PART B

Summary:

Drew Misham, A forger with a public (1) face of a
painter, was killed in his studio and her daughter
was arrested as the prime suspect. The trial of her
was the first trial of the new legal system, the jurist
system. Juries are unbound (2) by the letter of the
law (3). They don’taffect the trial with evidence. ..
but by their feelings.

The Trial:

Court Room:

J: Very well, Prosecutor Gavin. The details of the
case, if you would.

P: The victim is the painter Drew Misham. He
was killed in his own studio. His coffee mug was
poisoned by none other than the defendant, Vera
Misham. The autopsy report describes the manner
ofour victim’s death.

J: The court accepts this as evidence.
P:ThecauseofdeathwasAtroquinine...Achemical
compound (4) that does not occur naturally. Lethal
dosage (5) is mere 0.002mg. A touch of that in the
body is the touch of the Reaper’s (6) scythe (7).

J: Very well. You may present your witness.

P: I have for you today a simple man, for a simple
case.Amanwhowitnessedthemurderinitsentirety.
The witness will state his name and occupation.
W: My name’s Spark Brushel. I’'m a Journalist.

J: Let’s hear your testimony.

Testimony:

“I visited the studio around 9:00 that night to do
the interview. The first outsider to enter the atelier

(8)! His daughter brought us coffee right after we
started. [ was in the back, looking at the studio’s
equipment when she did so. The victim took one
sipand the next moment he was on the ground. And
youknow whathappenednext. No oneelse entered
the room beside her the whole time.”

J: Mr. Wright. Your cross-examination, please.

L: I do agree that Atroquinine paralyzes (9) the
central nervous system(10). Youknow what T have
aproblem with? A particular property ofthe poison
used. There was a vital omission (11) in Prosecutor
Gavin’s information. Death doesn’t come upon
ingestion, not immediately. If we suppose that the
moment Mr. Misham sipped the coffee was when
he sealed his fate (12) then he would still have had
time to enjoy his last cup.

P: We may continue with the testimony. No room
for doubt is permissible (13).

Testimony:

“When I arrived at the studio, Mr. Misham seemed
to be writing a letter... but he quickly sealed the
envelope. Then he sat there searching his desk
drawer for something. A postage stamp. And then,
I think I saw him put it in his letter box. Yes, it was
a yellow envelope and he put it in that letter box.
It took a bit of work to get a thumbs-up (14) on
the interview. The story I wanted to hear from the
victim concerned a certain case from seven years
ago. That red envelope probably had something to
do with it. Drew’s talent was without compare.”
L: I think there’s something off about his talent.
Caretoshare thatwithus? [knowthe truejob of Mr.
Misham. The hidden painting and that deposition



of $100,000; those suggest a certain job...

W: You got me there. Drew Misham is known as
an artist. But there were rumors he dabbled (15) in
another kind of art until a few years back. He was
talented at making precise, detailed fakes. A fact
that certain criminal elements (16) were quick to
discover.

L: What? You’re not talking about. ..

W: Exactly. I’'m talking about forging evidence.
The rumors started circulating (17) seven years
ago. We may suppose that letter, wasrelated to this;
as you said earlier.

L: So the victim had ties to criminal world (18).
He could have plenty of enemies we know nothing
about.

P: Objection! We certainly found no criminal
connections whenwe conducted ourinvestigation.
At the other hand, there is no proof tying the letter
to our case. Only defendant could have poisoned
that mug.

J: Let’ssummarizeall ofitinarecap (19)testimony.
If we can ascertain situation in that studio from the
recap, the trial’s over.

Testimony:

“Itwas Verawho poured the coffee. The only thing
that touched Drew’s lips during the interview was
that mug. And nothing left the studio after he died.
Nothing. Clearly the only one who could have
poisoned him was his daughter.”

P: Anice testimony. Clear and Succinct (20).

L: I think one thing might very well have left the
studio that night, actually. What did Mr. Brushel
justtellus? Whenhearrivedatthestudio, the victim
hadjustfinished writingaletter. Thenheputitinthe
letter box. Butthat very same letter box was empty.
In other words... That night the yellow envelope
disappeared.

P: So what? It changes nothing.

L: It changes everything. That envelope had a
stamp on it. The stamp could be poisoned. If he
used the stamp, the poison would get on his tongue.

That explains the residue on the rim of the mug.
Atroquinine is a slow-acting poison. The poison
entered his body when he put the stamp on that
envelope. But his time wasn’t up until the moment
he touched his lips to that cup.

P: Mr. Brushel you did say earlier that Mr. Misham
searched his drawer for a stamp. Did he find one?
W:1don’tseem toremember him ever finding one.
P: We searched the drawer. There were no stamps.
Nota single one. You can’t even prove there was a
stamp in the first place. Now you want to prove that
the stamp was coated (21) in poison.

L: Actually, I’'m glad no other stamps were found.
It makes proving the stamp he used was poisoned
possible. The little frame on victim’s desk. Quite
empty, as you can see. There’s Atroquinine residue
inside it! A commemorative (22) stamp would fit
init, judging by its size. The poisoned stamp might
have been a murder weapon, aimed at him! And
the murder weapon was taken away from the scene
quite conveniently, thanks to the postal system.

P: Objection! Murder is a simple business. Who
would go to such lengths? No one.

L: I disagree. Recall the victim’s reclusive (23)
lifestyle (24). Drew Misham hid from the world.
He avoided meetings. His only contact with the
outside world was the mail. Now if you wanted
to kill such a person a stamp would be the perfect
weapon!

P: That’s ridiculous. Where’s your proof?
L:Iwanttopresentacertainpieceofevidencewhich
points to the truth, your honor. The letter in the red
envelope. “... Send in the enclosed envelope with
the enclosed stamp within 3 days.” Now, whatifthe
had done exactly as the letter asked? Can we open
the envelope to perform poison analysis?

J: You can open it on the authority of the court.

>> They performed the analysis and found the
some traces of Atroquinine.

J: To think that the murder weapon reached his
mouth after seven years... I see no need for further
debate (25) on this matter.
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P: Objection! There’s a fatal contradiction in the
defense’s claim! Seven years ago, the forger Drew
Mishamreceivedapoisonedstamp. Butwhydidn’t
he use it that time? If he was to do exactly as the
letter asked, then he had to die seven years ago.

L: Probably, he sensed that it was a trap.
P:Hesensedatrap,andputthestampinaframe.ldo
notdebate this. But the question is why seven years

| later, he used that stamp? Surely, you don’t mean

to suggest that Mr. Misham simply forgot such a
thing?

J: The prosecution’s claim is true.
L:Oh!NowIgetit! Wesawthatthelogical outcome
(26) was incorrect... which means that one of our
clues must be a fake... We have an envelope, a
frame and a mug, linked by poison. What doesn’t
make sense is the victim himself. Seven years ago,
our forger sniffed a trap and stepped aside. Seven
years passed. Now the forger stumbles (27) into
the very same trap, and dies. Why? That’s because
one forger smelled the trap. One forger fell into the
trap. Drew Misham wasn’t the true forger. .. Ifyou
look atthe paintings in the studio, one factbecomes
quite clear. In that studio, forging was the true job.
And only two sets of fingerprints were found in the
forger’s studio. Now that we know Drew Misham
wasn’t the real forger... that leaves only one
possibility, by the process (28) of elimination (29).
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Thetrue forgerisnone otherthanhis daughter, Vera
Misham... Let’s ask the defendant about it.

D: Yes.

J: The court will reconvene after a recess of ten
minutes. We will hear what the defendant had to
say then.

Defendant Lobby:

Vera: I did them for my father. [ know it was wrong.
My father was a painter. [ loved painting ever since
I'wasachild. One day father seeitinme... He saw
that I had the talent. Given the materials, I could
make anything. I started when [ was only twelve
years old. Father was so proud and I, so happy... |
created things and father sold them. I never had a
good constitution (30)... nor personality. I know
very little of the world outside my door. Now
because of me... Fatheris...

Trucy: Do you know this red envelope?

Vera: Yes, it was quite a long time ago. ..

Bailiff: Mr. Justice. It’s time! To the courtroom,
please!

Apollo:Onemorething... Thosethreepaintings...
Wecheckedthemoutandsawwhatwasunderneath.
Vera: | painted those, as a part of my work. Father
knew of you. Of both of you. He was watching. ..
Gathering information... All about the “Wright &
Co.LawOffices”... Whenfatherheardthatyouhad
resumed legal business. .. How pleased he was. ..
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