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Learning LAW vocabulary with reviewing of true cases

Voluntary or Coerced Confession? PART A

Investigation:

Warren and Delores Harris and their two children were shot to death in their rural home on
December 23, 1989. The unknown perpetrator (1) had fled after trying to set the home on fire.

As | would later learn, the police had a difficult time solving this crime, and as the weeks went by,
the pressure for an arrest mounted exponentially. Not only were town folks shocked, outraged,
and fearful, they were angry at the police for notimmediately arresting the culprit.

After days of apparently fruitless investigation, the police began to get a few breaks (2). Credit
cardshad beentakenfromtheHarrishomeandusedatanautomatictellermachineandinseveral
stores in a nearby mall. Store clerks were questioned without much success, but alocal man and
his on came forward to say that they had seen an African American couple atan ATM the day after
the Harrises were killed. They remembered the couple, they told police, because the man was
having trouble with the ATM, which he said had taken his card and would not give it back. As it
turned out, the card “eaten” by the machine belonged to the Harrises. The man and his son gave
descriptions of the couple to a forensic artist (3) who created sketches of the duo.

The sketches were published in the local newspaper and several weeks later resulted in another
break for the investigators. Nearly a month after the crime, a young woman told police that the
female in one of the sketches resembled her coworker, Shirley King. The male in the sketch, she
said, looked like Shirley’s son, Michael King.

Police quicklylearnedthat 35-year-old Michael Kinghad a criminal record (4)—including robbery,
fraud, and use of afirearm (5) with a silencer (6)—and had served time in state prison. His mother
Shirley, they learned, was 55 years old, had no criminal record, and shared a duplex with her son
just outside Ithaca.

Once the Kings were identified as suspects, police put them under round-the-clock surveillance
(7), tracking their every move. Investigators obtained samples of Shirley’s handwriting from her
employer, and an expert reported that “in all probability” Shirley had signed the charge slips (8)
when the Harris’s credit cards were used the day after the killings. Police had a mug shot (9) of
Michael as well as his fingerprints but no photograph or fingerprints of Shirley. To fill that gap in
theinvestigation, David Harding, a state police officerwent undercover(10), showed up asaguest

R
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atthe bed and breakfast where Shirley worked, and did his best to get Shirley’s picture, prints and
more examples of her handwriting.

Armedwiththese data, Hardingcompared Shirley’s printsto those found onagas canatthe scene
of the murders and pronounced them a match.

Store clerks had been shown his mug shotand positively identified him as having used the Harris’s
credit cards. The store identifications, coupled with Michael’s record and the evidence against
his mother, convinced police that he had killed the Harris family. Shirley, they believed, may have
been involved in the killings but, at the very least, was implicated in the arson (11) that followed.

Whiletheinvestigationand surveillance proceeded, Michael King became wellaware thathe was
asuspectin the Harris killings.

On February 7, 1990, roughly seven weeks after the Harrises were killed, a team of seven New
York State police officers stormed Michael’ King’s apartment at dawn. According to the police
accountsoftheincident, Michael’sbackwasturnedtothe officers; hehadashotgunandappeared
poised to kill himself. “Don’t doit, don’t doit” one officer reportedly yelled. Another said he told,
Michael. “It’s all over. Just give me the gun and things will be okay.” As that officer reached for
the gun, Michael allegedly turned and fired the weapon. Immediately, the officers unleashed
a volley (12) of gunfire (13). Within seconds, nine shots were fired, and Michael King was dead.
While all of this was happening, a second team of seven officers was forcing its way into Shirley’s
apartment on the other side of the duplex, where they knew they would find Shirley, her elderly
mother, and Michael’s infant son. Three police officers confronted Shirley, arrested her, and
whisked (14) her off to a state police barracks (15) for questioning.

Within a few hours, Shirley admitted that on the day after the Harris murders, Michael had come
toherapartmentand convinced hertogo Christmas shoppingwith him.She recounted the fateful
stopatthe ATM and how the machineretained his card and explained that she did not understand
why Michael had been so upset. In response to her questions, she said that he told her, “It’s got
my prints on itand if they find it 'min trouble.”

As for the shopping trip to the mall, Shirley explained, “Michael said ‘why don’t you go and buy
yourself something. | told him that | didn’t have any money. He reached into his pocket and he
came out with this envelope and took a card out of the envelope and gave the card to me. He told
me to use the card, saying that it was blank. He said that all | had to do was sign it and that | could
useit.lasked himwhere he gotitfromand he said that he got it from a guy down by the Commons.
He gave me the telephone number and address for me to use for identification.

At home, later that night, her mother told about the murders, which by then were all over the
news. “laskedwhattheirnameswere,” Shirleytold theinvestigators. “And shetold me ‘Harris’ and
that’s when | made the connection. Continuing her statement, Shirley said that the next day she
confronted Michael. She wasangry, she said, not only because she thought he had committed the
crimes but also because he had involved herin them by lying to her about the source of the credit
card. She added that Michael told her that if the police came for him, he would commit suicide.

While many in the community believed that Michael King had been summarily (16) executed by
thepolice,alltheofficersinvolved were exonerated (17) and neverchargedfortheiractions. Based
onthefingerprintand handwriting evidence, identifications, and her own statement, Shirley was
initially charged with murder, arson, and burglary (18). When it became evident that the state
had no evidence that Shirley had been involved in the killings, the murder charge was dropped
(19) and she was indicted for burglary, arson, hindering prosecution (20), criminal possession of
stolen property, and forgery.

To be continued...
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Insanity - MvOBS PART A

Vocabulary

1) Perpetrator:

2) Break:

3) Forensic Artist:
4) Criminal Record:
5) Firearm:

6) Silencer:

7) Surveillance:

8) Charge slips:
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9) Mug shot: 5358 (o panady AS ppio uSe
10)  Undercover: 9ol (53945 ;90l0
11)  Arson: (5539,9! il (b=
12)  Volley: Sy
13)  Gunfire: a=lwl Solw
14)  Whisk: U>,S SwglS « il i 55
15)  Barracks: G550 0w 80
16)  Summarily: wsulad wlay )il Ve paizo j9b @y
17)  Exonerate: 0U>,S Bleo (WD A,
18)  Burglary: 8w o> VS| asy wui)s Sl ails ay 59,9
19) Chargeis dropped: U plpil 89,
20)  Hindering prosecution: wswlad 5,80 5l casilow
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