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Learning LAW vocabulary with reviewing of true crimes

Insanity, posttraumatic stress disorder
PART 2

Felicia had grown up in an environment® of extreme family and neighborhood violence. At home, from childhood through
her early teenage years, she had often been beaten® by her mother with extension cords, leather belts, and other objects. Her
mother had threatened® to kill her and had once put a knife™ to her throat, telling Felicia, “I put you in this world and I can
take you out.” Throughout her childhood and adolescence, her mother also abused her psychologically, calling her a host of
degrading names.

When Felicia was four or five years old, her sister burned Felicia’s arm with a hot iron, leaving a scar®® that was still visible
when I saw her over a decade later.

Feliciaalso witnessed a great deal of domestic® violence between her parents. When Felicia was three, her father fired a gun”
ather mother “because there was too much salt in the gravy.” From age four to about six, Felicia often watched her parents eat
dinner with loaded® guns at their sides, each feeling the need to protect® himself or herself from the other.

Felicia was also no stranger to gun violence, criminal victimization'”, and homicide. In addition to watching her parents use
firearms'V in the home, Felicia and a number of her relatives and friends had been shot or threatened with shooting. In 1987,
Felicia was robbed and severely beaten by a gang!? of girls. In 1988, Felicia stepped in front of a man with a gun in an effort to
protect her aunt. Later that year, Felicia’s cousin was shot in a street fight!'® and left with a paralyzed® arm. In 1989, Felicia
was again robbed at gunpoint¥.

In September 1990, Felicia’s uncle (a close friend) was shot and killed. A month later, her cousin was killed in a drive-by
shooting. In December 1990, Felicia was robbed of her coat at gunpoint. The next month, January 1991, a man who was a
surrogate!'® father to Felicia, was shot and paralyzed. In September 1991, just a month before she killed 15-year-old Brenda
Adams, Felicia was again robbed by a gang of gitls.

The killing of Brenda Adams was the culmination!” of a 15-minute crime spree!'® that occurred early on the morning of
October 26, 1991. Felicia and 15-year-old Manuella “Marie” Johnson were riding to a party in a car driven by Kurearte
“K-Dog” Oliver, an older male friend. The trio passed three men on the street, one of whom told K-Dog that a young woman
was wearing a gold herringbone necklace. K-Dog responded by handing Felicia a small-caliber”” handgun® and telling her
and Marie to “get the herringbone for me.”

Feliciaand Marie gotoutofthe carand started toward the girl with the necklace. Suddenly, the three men reappeared, shoved®)
Felicia and Marie aside, grabbed the girl’s necklace, and ran away. Felicia and Marie retreated® to the car and Felicia told
K-Dog, “Them dudes beat me to it and got the herringbone.” Felicia, Marie, and K-Dog then drove away in search of the
three men.

Soon, they saw three girls and a boy on the street. They stopped and asked if the youths® had seen the three men. Their reply
was negative and, as K-Dog started to drive away, Marie said she wanted the coat that one of the girls was wearing. She and
Felicia exited the car and confronted® the youths. Felicia pointed® the gun at them. Then she and Marie took a necklace, a
coat and a baseball cap from them.

Felicia and Marie rejoined®® K-Dog, who drove them to the party they had been planning to attend. From the car, Marie saw
Brenda Adams standing outside the apartment in which the party was being held. She pointed to Brenda’s leather coat and
said, “I want that trench.” K-Dog pulled the car around the corner and Felicia and Marie got out. Before Felicia could shut the
car door, K-Dog handed her the gun and said, “Let Marie do what she got to do and don’t let no one get into it.”

Felicia and Marie crossed the street and directed®” Brenda to give them her coat. When Brenda refused®®, Marie started
fighting with her. Others began to gather around the altercation® and Felicia brandished®? the firearm and told them to keep
their distance®?. Felicia and Marie fought with Brenda and eventually Marie dragged® her across the street. As Brenda lay
slumped®® against a light pole, Felicia pointed the gun in her direction and fired®® one shot into her shoulder. Felicia and
Marie made off with Brenda’s coat, ran back to K-Dog’s car, and left the scene®®>. Meanwhile Brenda died from the gunshot®®
wound®?,

Later that day, Felicia turned herselfin®® to the police. Felicia told officers that after Marie dragged Brenda across the street,
she heard shots being fired from across the street, shut her eyes and fired a single shot. According to Felicia’s account, when
she opened her eyes, her arm was pointed at Brenda’s shoulder. She said that she helped Marie take Brenda’s coat and then
grabbed Brenda’s necklace, adding that when she saw blood®” on Brenda’s shoulder she dropped the necklace. Felicia told
the police that when she was approaching the car, she heard additional gunshots from across the street, to which she responded
by turning back and firing another shot at Brenda.

Facing charges that included five armed robberies“?, one attempted armed robbery, and a murder, forced to stand trial as an
adult, and confronting the possibility“? of spending the rest of her life in prison“?, Felicia had pleaded not guilty“® by reason
of insanity. In Wisconsin, that meant that potentially she faced a two-phase™ trial. In the first phase, a jury would determine
her guilt or innocence™ without regard to insanity. If she were convicted, she would then have the opportunity“® in a second
phase to present“” her insanity defense.

Following my examination of Felicia, [ was not ready to make a diagnosis of urban psychosis, but I could see clearly what Robin
Shellow meant when she put thatlabel on her young client months earlier. Felicia suffered from long-standing posttraumatic stress
disorder (PTSD) as a result of the abuse and criminal victimization she had experienced and witnessed*” throughout her life.
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Vocabulary atics

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)
20)
21)
22)
23)
24)

25)

Vocabulary

Environment: 4hlsl «s) jhl casa
Beat: (i« s @i s ()
Threaten: (S 235

Knife: 42 S ¢ dla

Scar: ol il «alSiicad ) i)
Domestic: (= s ¢ 1312 ¢ L9 sila ¢ Sl
Gun: Jsbisd (5 o Kas

Loaded: 4158 jload j {las 53}
Victimization: (2 s b3
Protect: (=S Culea (3 S ulalea
Firearm: o K ok

Gang: s5 R v 5 )

Fight: Jlas ¢} se26 ) s

Paralyze: (falu) J\S ) e Sxls
Gunpoint: 4ala) g 54
Surrogate: plaeal ¢ uiila
Culmination: 48 «z

Spree: i () 5ild 553 85
Small-Caliber: Sa S S
Handgun: (w3

Shove: (2 Ja ¢ y4ss

Retreat: (i€ e 4y S Sdiciic
Youth; OU) s ¢ gid ¢ ) s

Confront: (2 Sallia ¢ ad 5 54

26)
27)
28)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)
38)
39)
40)
41)
42)
43)
44)
45)
46)
47)
48)

49)

Point: 028 58 < 03 S LS
Join: ad 3ale

Direct: (2l ) siwd ¢ <o ylal
Refuse: (88 e S
Altercation: Jiw ¢ldas
Brandish: g S 0312 53 ¢ 51 5 Sl il 4
Distance: 4Lald

Drag: QuliS ) g 3 ¢oaniS

Slump: ol 2 sS

Fire: Gl (2 S Sl

Scene: g S5l inua
Gunshot: 4slu) 3

Wound: &a) ja a3 5

Turn her/himselfin: 028 w3255 (i aldid
Blood: 0~

Armed Robbery: 4dalue < o
Possibility: Juis!

Prison: i)

Guilty: o ae ¢ JSalE

Phase: &) goa cads jae Jd
Innocence: <) ¢ AL
Opportunity: Jsw «ua
Present: oS4 )

Witness: o) 58 gchalgd caals
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