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Learning LAW vocabulary with reviewing of true crimes

Insanity, posttraumatic stress disorder
PART 3

Among the symptoms’ of PTSD Felicia presented were hypervigilance (i.e., constantly fearing and literally being on the
lookout for something horrible to happen to her); difficulty concentrating; flashbacks in which she psychologically re-
experienced the earlier traumas®; and frequent intrusive and unwanted thoughts of the prior traumas.

Based on my examination of Felicia and all the evidence I reviewed™, T also concluded that, at the time of the homicide, she
was suffering from a brief reactive psychosis®.

Thethen-applicable Diagnostic and Statistical® Manual of Mental Disorders!”, Third Edition—Revised (known as the DSM-
ITI-R) described brief reactive psychosis as follows:

The essential feature of this disorder is sudden onset of psychotic symptoms of at least a few hours, but no more than one
month’s, duration, with eventual full return to premorbid™ level of functioning. The psychotic symptoms appear shortly after
one or more events® that, singly or together, would be markedly stressful to almost anyone in similar circumstances™ in that
person’s culture.

The DSM-III-R added that “The disorder usually appears in adolescence or early adulthood” and listed specific symptoms
that must have been present in order to make the diagnosis.

In Felicia’s case, the requisite psychotic symptoms she showed at and around the time of the homicide included impaired
reality testing, delusions' , hallucinations" ", and disorganized behavior:"".

In my view, Felicia’s past experience'"—both personal and vicarious—with abuse and criminal victimization left her
vulnerable'*) to the stresses she encountered on the street the night of the killing: taking part in robberies, finding herself with
a gun in her hand in what was almost a war"'* zone(' ", and hearing gunshots fired nearby. My ultimate forensic conclusion
was that, as a result of PTSD and the brief reactive psychosis she experienced that night, Felicia was, at the time she shot
Brenda Adams, substantially unable to appreciate the wrongfulness!'" of her actions and to conform her conduct'" to the
requirements”"” of law'" . In short, my opinion was that Felicia was insane at the time of the killing.
SinceThadreachedsuchaconclusion, Shellow asked meto testify™ attrial "™ on Felicia’s behalf. Only after she had secured™
my opinion, did Shellow divulge" to me that she had also had Felicia examined by another psychologist with expertise in
juvenile homicide, Dr. Dewey Cornell, a clinical psychologist, professor at the University of Virginia, and coeditor of the
book, Juvenile Homicide. Unknown to me, and completely independent of my examination, Dr. Cornell had reviewed the
evidence, examined Felicia, and diagnosed her as suffering from PTSD and a borderline personality disorder. According to
the DSM-III-R:

The essential feature of [borderline personality] disorder is a pervasive pattern of instability" of self-image, interpersonal
relationships, and mood.... A marked and persistent identity™ disturbance is almost invariably present.... Interpersonal
relationships are usually unstable and intense... Affective instability is common. This may be evidenced by marked mood
shifts from baseline mood to depression, irritability or anxiety, usually lasting a few hours or, only rarely, more than a few
days. Inaddition, these people often have inappropriately intense anger, with frequent displays of temper or recurrent physical
fights. They tend to be impulsive, particularly in activities that are potentially self-damaging™... [They may experience]
feelings of “numbness” and depersonalization that arise during periods of extreme stress. .. During periods of extreme stress,
transient psychotic symptoms may occur, but they are generally of insufficient severity or duration to warrant an additional
diagnosis.

Also, unknown to me prior to my evaluation, Shellow had asked Dr. James Garbarino to consult on the case. Garbarino,
who was not a clinician™ but an internationally renowned developmental psychologist and expert on the causes of juvenile
violence, did not examine Felicia but reviewed the evidence in the case, including Felicia’s history.
Shellowbelievedthatmytestimony'Vandthatof Garbarinobelonged inboth phases ofthe trial, theinnocence-guiltproceeding
and the insanity proceeding. She believed that our testimony would undermine one of the essential elements of the case the
prosecution” ) had to prove™ to convict™ Felicia of murder: intent™ to kill. As she argued to the trial judge:

“Dr. Ewing has examined the defendant and will offer testimony about the defendant’s mental health condition. He will testify
that as a result of his examination of Felicia Morgan and six hours of interviews, his diagnosis is that Felicia Morgan suffers
from Posttraumatic Stress Disorder and Brief Reactive Psychosis. Dr. Ewing will also testify to the effects of PTSD on its
victims and resulting symptoms, including “flashback” dissociative(™ states and hypervigilance. ..

Asecond expert™, Dr. James Garbarino, will also offer testimony necessary to assist"™ the jury in understanding PTSD and
the effects that mental disorder has on its sufferers. .. As the leading national research™ scientist™ on the effects of violence
on children, Dr. Garbarino will testify as to the current state of research and its applicability to children like Felicia Morgan
who live in violent communities and are witnesses and victims to excessive violence.”

Unimpressed with these arguments("™, the judge refused to allow us to testify at the guilt-innocence phase of the trial and told
Shellow in court:

“I think the bottom line is Wisconsin does not allow testimony detailing psychiatric and personal history in the first phase
except under very limited circumstances which I have talked about. .. So the court would rule that this type of material®") or
testimony will not be allowed during the first phase of this trial... No irrelevant social testimony. Definitely no experts are
going to come in.”

Insanity-PTSD Part 3
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Vocabulary asess

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)
16)
17)
18)
19)

20)

Symptom: ¢ by w2 Me s
Trauma: s il (o3
ReVIEW: 3,8 o)y

Psychosis: . sy 0
Statistical: ¢ L1

Disorder: M/ s o
Premorbid: )bz sMs jo,0 il L3
Event: sl oly,,
CircumstanCe: L Ll cunsg SisSs
Delusion: Jus o w2y
Hallucination: y»
Behavior:s,s 5, s,
Experience: « >
Vulnerable: .5, .|

War: s

Z0NE: silaio 03940
Wrongfulness: s« b
Conduct: s sk <3,
Requirement: /)l cuojLs

Law: s 06

21)
22)
23)
24)
25)
26)
27)
28)
29)
30)
31)
32)
33)
34)
35)
36)
37)
38)
39)

40)

Testify: -ls cales

Trial: e e

Secure: ;i rabae o yislo oyl
Divulge: ;5 6
Instability: ¢,luLb

Identity: ¢y

Damage: s «u
Clinician: <5,

Testimony: sl

Prove: Lst ol ol eps,8 ol
Convict: -8 pySxa

Intent: e was
Dissociative: Siw.s
Expert: ¢l 4> jaasi
ASSISt: il 6,b 9,8 SaS
Research: cldllas «laiss
Scientist: szl

Argument: aislo )l Yol

Material: yus w3l
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