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Learning LAW vocabulary with reviewing of true crimes

Insanity, posttraumatic stress disorder
PART 3

As Shellow saw it, although the court’s ruling” did not preclude®™ Felicia from testifying, it did exclude any testimony
regarding PTSD and flashbacks the young defendant might have had atthe time of the killing. As Shellow putit, Felicia “could
testify that she did not intend to kill™® Brenda Adams” but the court’s ruling “silenced her explanation as to why she did not
intend to kill Brenda Adams.”
Faced with this adverse® ruling from the trial judge, Shellow chose to present no evidence in the first phase of the trial. After
hearing only the prosecution’s case, the jury found Felicia guilty on all counts charged®, including first degree® murder. Only
then did Felicia have the chance to present a meaningful defense.
During the second phase of her trial, Felicia testified as to her own mental state at the time of the killing:
Q: Did you hear voices on October 26, 19917
A: Yes.
Q: Were these when you were sleeping or when you were awake?
A:Iwasawake.
Q: When is the first time you heard voices on October 26, 19917
A: When we-when we saw three girls and the boy.
Q: And where did the voices come from?
A:Ican’treally describe it.
Q: Try. The jury needs to know. Try.
A: Ttiskind of hard. I just picked it off from her and the girls that jumped on me and, you know, the voice was like, Yeah, she
took your stuff. You take hers.
Q: And when is the next time that you heard a voice on October 26, 19917
A: Urn, when I was—I had let them two dudes—I had them two dudes off me, and they like went cross the street. And [ was
walking backwards across the street. And something, you know—that voice just said, Look up. And I looked up.
Q: And what did you see when you looked up?
A: It was a dude standing in the window.
Q: And was this in a first-story or second-story window?
A: Second story. It was, you know, in the upstairs.
Q: What did he look like?
A:Tdon’tknow. All I know he was black, and he had a black gun.
Q: And what’s the next thing that—the next voice that you heard after
the black man with the black gun in the window?
A: Atthe time I had reached the corner, but that voice just said, Look back up again.
Q: Was he still there?
A:Who?
Q: The man in the window.
A:No, he was outside.
Q: And do you remember being shot at™ on October 26, 1991?
A:Yes.
Q: When were you shot at?
A: When that voice told me the second time to look back up, that’s when he shot me again.
Q: And did you tell Dr. Ewing or Dr. Cornell that you thought you were hit?
A: Yes.
Q: Why did you think you were hit?
A:Istarted-my eyes started to rolling in my head, and I was spinning like sideways, frontwards and backwards. I was feeling-I
was real weakish, and my eyes and stuff was rolling.
Q: Were you shot on October 26, 19917
A:No.
Q: You went and—after Brenda Adams was shot, do you know if you killed Brenda Adams?
A:No, Idon’tknow.
Q: There has been—you’ve heard all of the testimony in this case; right?
A:Yes.
Q: Do you think you killed Brenda Adams?
A:Idon’tknow.
Q: You heard Marie talk about leaning over and shooting Brenda Adams at point-blank® range?
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A:Yes, I heardit.

Q: Did that convince you that you killed Brenda Adams?

A:Idon’tknow.

As promised in Shellow ‘s pretrial® motion‘' , I testified that Felicia suffered from PTSD and was suffering a brief reactive
psychosis at the time of the killing. Specifically, I testified that she had been experiencing delusions, hallucinations, and
disorganized behavior.

With regard to delusions, I testified:

A delusion is a belief that something has happened, is happening or is going on or is about to happen that flies in the face of
what other people know to be the truth. An example of a delusion in this case-I thought I was shot...

Ms. Morgan indicated to me that at the time immediately preceding the shooting of Ms. Adams that she believed she had been
shot. She clearly wasn’t shot, but to believe that in the face of all the evidence that she doesn’t have abullet"" in her, that she
is notbleeding ", that she is not injured", is delusional. ..

ThatI think is the—the only delusion at that particular moment, at the time of the shooting!' 9, but preceding the shooting there
was another incident in which she robbed another girl and she—Ms. Morgan was convinced that this girl absolutely beyond
a doubt had previously robbed her and assaulted her. This delusion was so rigid”® and so fixed and so extremely held by her
that when I confronted her with the fact that this couldn’t possibly have been the girl, she argued'” with me, she screamed,
she yelled. She became almost incoherent trying to defend"" her position that, yes, this was the same girl who had in fact
robbed her earlier. That’s a delusion. It is a fixed belief in something that can’t possibly be true and has been demonstrated, I
understand it, right here in court, to be [false].

With regard to hallucinations, I told the jury:

A hallucination is a perception"" of something as real when it is not real. Hallucinations can be visual®'", seeing things that
aren’t there, auditory"", hearing voices or hearing things that aren’t there. There are tactile™ hallucinations, feeling things
that aren’t there. There are even olfactory™ hallucinations, smelling things, and gustatory"™ hallucinations, tasting things
that are not there. ...

The most common kind, that is auditory hallucinations. At the time of the confrontation with the robbery victim whom she
believed to have robbed her, she heard a voice telling her she stole your shit. Now steal™® her shit. She heard a voice in her
head...

At the time of the actual shooting she heard a voice telling her to look up, and she didn’t tell me this but she told another
examiner"), I believe,

that she heard voices saying other things around the time of the actual killing.

Insanity-PTSD

Part4
Vocabulary abes
1) Ruling: oS> 14) Shooting: ;|0
2) Preclude: ;,isLw Swow jue wwaw gilo 15) Rigid: wew oS>0
3) Intend tokill: i3 05,51 g a8 16)  Argue: o,>Liwo (a9 ,>
4) Adverse: yleo « pa0 17)  Defend: us)S culo> «Ws)S g O>
5) All counts charged: wlbolpil swolos 18)  Perception: jwluwsl «Sl)sl
6) First degree: Jol a>)> 19)  Visual: )l (subiw
7) Being shot at: waow a4 ;0 Sl 20)  Auditory: (sigo « sulgini
8) Point blank: <> 5 (sduz alold 21) Tactile: LoV
9) Pretrial: aoS o ;| G 22)  Olfactory: anli ju> «subigs u>
10)  Motion: oS> «slpiiny 23)  Gustatory: sslassls ( sulin>
11)  Bullet: aJglS 24)  Steal: U>,Sd 1w (WD)
12) Bleeding: ;s 09> 25) Examiner: oS ulxiol (Sugosl

13) Injured: 01us wuwl (030> oo
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